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BERA Small Grants Fund 2026/27: Professional development for a flourishing
early years sector

The 2026 funding aims to support research focusing on the professional development of early years
workforce, for a flourishing early years sector both in the UK and worldwide. This theme reflects
BERA’s commitment to the improvement of practice and to policy impact through evidence-based
research. We invite applications within one or more of the following four areas:

e Professional development and retention of practitioners in the early years

e Communication, talk and celebrating additional languages - professional development
in supporting language diversity in the early years

e Mathematics professional development for the early years

e Professional learning communities and team work in the early years
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